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To benefit from the support of public and private sector 
leaders and to ensure that all students receive effective services, the adult 
education system must identify program models that have empirical evidence to 
support claims of effectiveness. The U.S. Department of Education's Institute 
of Education Sciences defines evidence-based education as "the integration of 
professional wisdom with the best available empirical evidence in making 
decisions about how to deliver instruction." An evidence-based adult 
education system would have the following components: (1) basic and applied 

research; (2) program model evaluation; and (3) practitioner knowledge. These 
three components would work together in a cycle that continually improves 
program models. The main steps in establishing an evidence-based adult 
education system are as follows: (1) define groups of students to focus on in 

the initial baseline program evaluations; (2) for each group of students, 
identify specific achievement outcomes and tools for measuring them; (3) 
choose a few groups to begin with first; (4) support a team to develop the 
baseline program models for each group; (5) engage research methodology 
experts to design an evaluation of the baseline program models; and (6) 
publish a detailed description of the baseline program models and the program 
model evaluation methodology. (Contains 28 references.) (MN) 
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1 The Primary Working Group participated in all aspects of the drafting of this paper. The author and 
the Primary Working Group constitute the management team for NCSALL. 
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2 The Readers provided feedback on the draft of this paper. The Readers were chosen to provide a 
wide spectrum of opinion, and so they do not necessarily support the position set forth in this 
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